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INTERVIEW OF
THE HONORABLE IIENRY A. hISSINGER
SECRETARY OF STATE
BY MANUEL BECERRA ACOSTA,
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, EXCELSIOR
' JOHN QUINCY ADAMS ROOM
FEBRUARY 19, 1974

Q Do you think, Mr;’Secretary, that the WQtld‘
orderxr is’going to continue the way it hés been -- in a way,
run by the great powers?

A ‘Well, it isn't today really rﬁn by the
great powers. In some of their military_problems
-it‘méy be run by the great powers.‘ In. many politicai,
- decisions it isn't rup by the greab‘powers, and 1n many
economic condltlons and situations it isn' | ﬁnat ali
by the great powers -- if’you think what the oil produciﬁg
‘,countries are doing to the'industrialized_counéﬁirs. |
| So I think, in any event, that othéﬁ.countriés
"are,gping‘to come up and that.the present‘greatrpowers 
will declihe in relative influence.

0 What role is going to be plaYed’bj Latiﬁ
lAmerica in the Third World in this ﬁew scheme of'things?

A “Well,‘Latin Ameriéa is in a Very'speciai
position because on the one hand, it is related to the
United Stétesl and on the other hand it is related to
the Third World ~- so it can perform‘a'very uééful
.funcfion as a b:idge between some of the new cdﬁntries

-and some of the dder. industrialized conntries.
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0u¥ view, of course, is that we should
strengthen the community in;the.Western Hemispﬁere
without impairing the possibility of a Latin America
to play’itsown specific role -- and I think Latin
America can be a good example, and a deerating‘inflﬁence
and an inspiration to many parts of the Third World.

0 Would'that be the way of development?

A '~ The way of development, the way of
poiiticéi evolution, and tﬂe}waf'df dealing with'gfeat
_powers, - about.which you havéfewer complexes ﬁhan
some of the other countries.

QConsidering the_fact that there éfelso
many poor ,couhtries in Aéia, Africa énd also in Laﬁin
America, do you think that there will be a political 
unity among all those countries?
| A Probably not, because they are divided by
many different political‘concéptions ~=~ but there will
always be unit sympathy.

0 I see.

T have read yoﬁr book with tﬁe Third World, and
your -- | |

A That's more than I can say. ™
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Q . —— and pointing out tﬁe'way the‘great:
powers ¢ould maintain -- |
A "=- I wrote it, bu£ I never read.things of

mine after they are printed --

!

N I canhot, frankly, I cannot beaf reading
what I hayefwritten. it's_a cqrious.thing -- I write
about tWéhty drafts, but_thén I don't look at it anymore.

Q ‘What do thehgreat poweis do ﬁo_maintain
peace in the World? | : _?'

A What can thé great powers do? ‘They have -
to shdw militaryrestraint. They must not ﬁse fﬁeir
military strength to achieve their oﬁjectiveé. ‘They L
~ have talcome to some understanding about'political
objectives ~- and they must try to settle disputes‘on
ﬁhe basis of justice rqther than on the bésis of force.

Q‘ I feel that the military,'generally, and
the économié power are obstacles that stand in the wéy
to peace. How can thefe be peacé unless there is
disarmampnton the one hand, and economic justice on

the other?
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A Well of cohrse,-as you know, I strbngly
-~ I'm a strong advocate of disarmamenﬁ. I was
instrumental in the Strategic Arms leltatlon Agreément'

in 1972, and we are worklng out now a similar agreement

jfor_;9]4,‘when¢the Presmdent goes to Moscow.

‘Economic justice, we are in favor of.
I think the recent events have shown that it applies
on boﬁh sides —- it should apply to thenWeak~as well as
to the strong. ) | .

0 There is one point that I do want to

stress, that as long as the big and‘pOWerful countries

are hot doing anything very substantial tb help the poor
masseslof the world,\I doﬁ% think tha£ £here can be:‘“
effective peaéé -- at ieastin tﬁe immediate futuré.

A Well I think éne should‘separate the two-
problems:

.One is, I don't think the threat of war is

‘produced by the poor people.

Q Oh, I see.

A The threat of war is usually produced

by the rich people because the poor people can't afford

armaments.
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But I_doh't‘think there can be a sehse-ef“; 'i
justiéefnnleséathe‘ rich counﬁries'help the poor
countries. |
Now in this couptry, we ere making a'big effertp
to see that we can maintain the levels of econemic aid
but we have a major domestic problem because in the
light of all the things that have happened, our Congress
is getting very reluctant_to pass leglslatlon, and this,
frankly, is why I am taking such a large Cengressional
Delegation to Mexieo. | |
“ Q Yes,
A ’To make sure iﬁ we agfee on.something,pthe
_Conéress will vote on it. | | |
Q. But aren't the poor‘masses sort‘ef'a
threat to the rich countfles, con51der1ng what you have
said about the productlon of wealth?
A We must help the PoOOr masses -- not‘because
they are a threat, but because it's ﬁhe right thing to do.
Q Because it's the right thing to do ~--
but not a duty.
A it is a duty} a moral duty --
‘Q In ordef to get the peace.‘ -

Q No, It is a moral duty. I won't relate
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it so much to the question of péace; but itis a duty,
anyway. |
L L - Q You don't -~ there are advantégés prevail-
ihg in Asia -- particularly in Peking. Isn't that some

sort of a threat to world peace?

Q' Not,,prohably,'[fgr] the Soviets._" . f RS
A What is gahg ~ on in China?
Q The ideology prevailing in China, does it

constitute some sort of a potential threat to peace?
| A Well so far, Chiné has beeﬁ;very reStrained,'
as far as tpeir policy in recent years, and we have a 
good relationéhip with the Peopies'Republic’;*
| Q But nbw, China is beginnihéyto opeﬂ‘out
‘and go out into the worldland establishing embassies.
«-~ throughout the world -- including Latin America.
A _ I think Latin American ¢an take care of
itself.
Q But'thg -~ the peace of --
A Well, as long as China coﬁtinues the foreign
policy it is now éondﬁcting, it iS-noﬁ a threat to the
'peace; We don't know what could happen in five years.

-

Q | Yes. _ |
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A I must, unfortuhately, leave here.
Q Just one more question, if you please.

. .What can.Latin America expect from the

United Statés? |

| A- Well, I am going .down to‘put befére my
colleagues, a seribus program of the new relationship
between Latin America and the United States.
I wonft‘promise-anything that we can't deliver, and I cannot
‘-~ there are scme.areas in which I canﬁot be too speéific
but‘in which I will indicétefin whi¢h direction'we can
go -- and I think what you -- the major thing I can'tell
you is: I am going to Mexicpjixorder to see
ﬁhether we can get a new relationship that will last
for‘many,years; o

Q At present o ‘ﬁhe uhfortunaté

aspect of Latin America is that in the COntineﬁt of

America, these United States, facing on the south -- facing

A Well, I don't think we should look at it as
'a’confrontation between Latin America and the United States
I think‘we should déal togethér, with those problems

.where we agree = -- and where we disagree, to

deal with them as well as possible, to try to solve them
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Latq'.n America and the United Stat‘es..

Q All right, Thank you very much.
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